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GLOMIS enters new phase

GLOMIS (Global Mangrove Database and Information
System) is a project funded by ITTO and implemented
by ISME since 1997 to build a database of published
and unpublished available data on mangrove
ecosystems. The activities of GLOMIS project is run
by the Headquarters in Japan, and the four Regional
Centres representing Africa, Americas, Asia and
Oceania. The GLOMIS web site (http://
www.glomis.com) now holds over 8,000 mangrove-
related data in reference, people, project, and institute.
GLOMIS completed its phase I (1997-2001) and phase
IT (2001-2003), and entered into a new phase in June
2004. Aims of the new phase is to 1) continue
collecting and disseminating mangrove information,
and 2) strengthen, expand and improve GLOMIS and
its networking. GLOMIS Project Coordinator is Prof.
Chris Gordon, and the Assistant Coordinator is Dr.
Mami Kainuma.

Regional Centres are, for Africa: the Centre for African
Wetlands, University of Ghana; for Americas:
LABOMAR, Univ. Federal do Ceara, Brazil; for Asia:
Forest Research Institute Malaysia; and for Oceania:
National Trust for Fiji.

GLOMIS CD-ROM 11

As an output of the phase II of the
project, GLOMIS CD-ROM II was
released. It contains not only data
entries that are on the GLOMIS
webpage, but also PDF copy of
ITTO Mangrove Workplan 2002-
2006, GLOMIS Newsletter, Electronic Journal, satellite
images, etc. ISME's identification programme of some
mangrove species called "Mangroves and Their World"
is also enclosed in the CD-ROM. If you are interested
in receiving a copy of the CD-ROM, please contact
GLOMIS Headquarters (mangrove@ryukyu.ne.jp).
Contribution of five hundred yen (approx. US$5) for
postage and handling fees would be appreciated.

Mangrove news from Indonesia

1. Revision on National Strategy for Mangrove
Management in Indonesia

In 1993 the Indonesian National Mangrove Committee
in cooperation with the National Foundation on
Mangrove and other relevant organizations and
agencies have drafted National Strategy for Mangrove
Management and Action Plan. The proposed draft was
then submitted to various agencies, such as Department
of Forestry, State Mimnister on Environment,
Department of Home Affairs, to be acted upon. The
proposal was then integrated into the ADB Supported
project on the “Rehabilitation and Management of
Mangrove in Sulawesi (Celebes)” by the Dept. of
Forestry. The final draft was printed in two versions:
Bahasa Indonesia (Indonesian Language) and English.
Each version consisted of two volumes: Volume 1: The
Status of Mangrove Ecosystem in Indonesia and
Volume 2: National Strategy and Action Plan.

Although copies of the National Strategy for Mangrove
Management in Indonesia have been distributed widely
to all relevant agencies, universities, research
institution, NGO and individual experts, the National
Strategy was not accepted as anticipated for two
reasons: the preparation and final products were
considered as top down approach. Thus, no real efforts
for socialization and there was no legal basis for its
implementation. As a result, the degradation of
mangrove ecosystem in Indonesia continues at an
alarming rate. Two subsequent events took place since
1999. The first was the enactment of Act No. 22 on the
Regional Government Autonomy, which give stronger
autonomic authority to Municipal and District
Governments. The Second was the establishment of a
new ministry: Department of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries. A new authority agency responsible to
manage the sea, coastal arcas and small islands as well
as fisheries in Indonesia.

Based on lessons learned on the shortcomings of the
previous National Strategy on the Management of
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