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Mangrove vegetation and landform features of the habitats: a review of the author’s
research in Japan, F. S. Micronesia and the Philippines

Takao Kikuchi

Abstract: This paper presents a review of the author's research on mangrove vegetation and its associated habitats in
Japan, E S. Micronesia and the Philippines. An alluvial plain mangrove site was studied in Japan and its sedimentation
and erosion histories were described in relation with sea-level changes. Longitudinal-scale (along the river) mangrove
habitats were differentiate through such long-term landform process, whereas transverse-scale habitats were

differentiated within longitudinal habitats by current sedimentation of organic and inorganic fine materials imported
from river and tidal channels. Mangrove vegetation is affected by the habitat controls operating at both scales.
Mangrove forests supported by a peaty habitat were also examined in F. S. Micronesia and the Philippines. The habitat
of these forests was maintained by accumulation of organic materials provided by the trees themselves in spite of a sea-

level rise from approximately 2000 to 1000 years ago.
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